
Lord Byron 

Born : 22 January 1788 in London 

Life Story: George Gordon Byron was the 6th Baron Byron. Byron's father was Captain John 

Byron, referred to as Mad Jack. His mother was Catherine Gordon. Even then, the Byron's 

courted controversy for a variety of reasons, although well connected, and highly thought of 

in certain circles, the family had more than its share of ups and downs. Marrying for money 

and favour was a common place practice of the time and the Byrons were no different. Fame 

and infamy followed the family, including of course the Wicked Lord Byron.  

When Byron's great-uncle, the "Wicked Lord" died on the 21st May 1798, the 10-year-old  

became the sixth Baron Byron Of Rochdale and inherited the ancestral home, Newstead 

Abbey  in Nottinghamshire. Byron's mother Catherine was anxious to get her son to the 

ancestral home as soon as possible. However on arrival she found the house to be run down 

and in a poor state of repair. She therefore took the decision to lease it out. Catherine herself 

was quite a character and liked a drink and could be difficult to live with. Mother and son 

shared what could be best described as an interesting relationship. During one argument, 

Catherine called her son a "Lame brat", this being a reference to the fact that the young Byron 

was born with a deformed right foot. Some people at the time tried to describe Catherine as 

being different to the person some talked about. Whatever the character of the lady was, 

people would say that she sometimes spoiled her son and tried to do her best for him.  

The young Byron was educated at Aberdeen Grammar School, before moving on to the 

school of Dr William Glennie which was in Dulwich in London. The young Byron is 

supposed to have had suffered from temper tantrums and by all accounts could be difficult. In 

1801 he was sent to Harrow School, and during this time at school, he met Mary Chaworth, 

who would go on to be an important part of his life. It is said that at one point he refused to 

return to Harrow, as he wanted to stay with Mary. Byron did return and stayed there until 

1805. During this time one of his achievements was playing in the first ever cricket match 

between Harrow and Eton at Lords. He also met and made friends with others who would be 

part of his later life.  

After Harrow, Byron went to Trinity College, Cambridge. Here he formed a close 

relationship with John Edleston. Even at this early point in his life, he recalled in verse his 

relationships with others. Some of these works dealt with difficult subjects including 

homosexuality and about his love and passion for his friends. Such statements at that time 

could have caused him many problems. He was to go on to study at Trinity College for three 

years. His time at the college is best described as a story of horse riding, boxing, gambling 

and sexual encounters as well as day to day college life.  Also while at Cambridge he met 

John Hobhouse who introduced him to the Cambridge Whig Club, and Francis Hodgson, 

with who he corresponded with for the rest of his life.  

 



Home to Byron in between school and college was Southwell in Nottinghamshire. It was here 

that he met Elizabeth Bridget Pigot and her brother John. Elizabeth encouraged Byron's early 

works, one of which was Fugitive Pieces. This was written and published when Byron was 

around 17 years old and on the advice of a friend, it was recalled and burned due to some of 

the verses being very suggestive, including a poem "To Mary". 

As time progressed, Byron's works began to be published. English Bards and Scotch 

Reviewers being one in 1809. On the advice of others this was published anonymously for 

fear of causing upset, which indeed it did. Byron was even challenged to a duel. In 1812 the 

first two cantos of Childe Harold's Pilgrimage was published. Although Byron didn't think 

that much of this piece of work, it went on to be critically acclaimed. As Byron noted "I 

awoke one morning and found myself famous."  Byron then had the last two cantos 

published, which again were very well received. Following on from this, The Giaour, The 

Bride of Abidos, The Corsair and Lara were also published.                                                                                                                                                                   

Byron died on 19th April 1824. 

 

 


